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COVID-19 
 
Lee Savarrio - Chief of Dentistry Update (29-1-2021) 
 
The roll out of the Covid vaccination programme is going well throughout NHS GG&C. A 
number of colleagues, some pictured below, have already been into the Louisa Jordan to assist 
with vaccination programme. 

 
 
A couple of things to update on: 
 
 New Clinical Structure  
 
As part of the new clinical leadership structure within the Oral Health Directorate, I am 
delighted to inform you that following a competitive interview Abdul Haleem has been offered 
and accepted the post of Lead Dental Practice Adviser and Tara Dunseith has accepted the 
post of Clinical Director for the Public Dental Service. Both will take up their new roles in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 Covid Vaccination Programme   
 
There are still some places available at the Louisa Jordan on Saturday for eligible staff to get 
the vaccine. Please note that all dental teams can now get the vaccine even if previously 
declined due to allergy, unless they are likely to have anaphylaxis. My understanding is that 
occupational health is compiling a list of those who have advised of anaphylaxis, in order to 

better understand demand to allow clinics to be set up for those so affected.    Please note 

these will be the last clinics for staff and contractor groups.  
 
Please use the link below: 
 
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/jan4covidvaxx2O21 

https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/jan4covidvaxx2O21
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 Assisting at  Covid Vaccination Clinics 
 
As the Board moves to more widespread community vaccination of the population the need 
for volunteers is increasing.  Please do give a thought to contributing to this public health 
effort to immunise as many of the population as quickly as we can.  It has been clarified that 
all GDC registrants are eligible to join this staff bank of vaccinators and I have had confirmation 
that dental nurse specifically are eligible as far as the GDC and the Board are concerned.  This 
is subject to undertaking the correct training and indemnification. 
 
 
 Mitigation of Aerosol Generating Procedures in Dentistry 

 
SDCEP had published this Rapid Review in September 2020, at the time it was noted that it 
would be updated based on emerging evidence. 
 
The Working Group met again on 13 January 2021 and considered the implications of the 
substantial increase in prevalence of Covid 19 infections in recent months, the emergence of 
more transmissible variants, no reports of transmission associated with dental care, the 
greater availability of testing and the vaccination programme. The working Group agreed that 
at present, despite these developments, the agreed positions and other conclusions within 
the Rapid Review remain unchanged.  This means the extant Public Health England infection 
prevention and control guidance and its dental annex is still applicable. 
 
The Working Group was keen to re-emphasise the importance of staff and patients continuing 
to adhere to the precautions specified in the current national guidance, including: 

- Reviewing all stages of the patient journey to assess adherence to procedures and any 
improvements required 

- Rigorous use of face coverings and application of social distancing measures in clinical 
and no-clinical areas, including staff rooms 

- Use of the correct level of PPE 
- Individual patient risk assessment to determine the appropriate COVID-19 care 

pathway as described in the PHE Infection Prevention and Control guidance 
- Adequate ventilation in both clinical and non-clinical areas 

 
 
 Covid-19 Surveillance Programme in Dental Settings 
 
We are looking for volunteer practices to take part in this testing programme which would 
involve dental patients and staff.  
 
The aim of the programme is to contribute to the understanding of: 
- Community asymptomatic COVID-19 positivity 
- COVID-19 positivity rate in dental health care workers 
- COVID-19 transmission in dental settings 
- Vaccine effectiveness 
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There is no additional funding available for participation but I understand that a CPD 
programme may be developed which will be eligible for CPD allowance. 
 
Practice participation will involve 25 COVID PCR swab tests per week comprising weekly 
repeat testing of each member of the dental team and the remainder on dental patients (not 
repeat patients). 
 
If you are interested in volunteering please contact Shauna.culshaw@glasgow.ac.uk 
 
 
 Breaking the Chain of Transmission in Dental/Healthcare Settings 
 
I have also attached a paper written by Emma O’Keefe, Consultant in dental Public Health, 
NHS Fife, sharing her experiences in relation to managing COVID-19 incidents in the dental 
setting which I thought may be of interest to you. 
 
 
 
 
Lee Savarrio, Chief of Dentistry  


